The goal of Linking the Histories of Slavery is to connect Native American slavery with other forms of American slavery, including African American slavery and modern human trafficking, spanning the period from the precontact era to the present. The essays in this anthology stem from two workshops and a symposium sponsored by the School for Advanced Research and the William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies at Southern Methodist University. The editors ably pull together what otherwise might be an eclectic collection of essays through an insightful introduction, as well as introductions to each part of the book. They view slavery as a global phenomenon and define it as "a coerced state of living, a limitation on basic human choices . . . enforced by the threat of violence" (xxii). Slavery is both an economic and a social institution, involving forced labor to produce economic wealth and social status. It is also highly gendered. Although most Americans are familiar with the Atlantic slave trade in which African men were generally the most desired laborers, the majority of slaves historically have been women and children. This generalization holds true for Native American slavery and also for modern human trafficking. Native American slavery shares with African slavery, though, the commonality of migration, as both enslaving and enslaved peoples moved, at times over great distances, via complex networks of commerce. Slave societies then faced the challenge of both controlling and absorbing captives.
Part one of the collection provides background for those not familiar with Native American slavery in North America. Catherine M. Cameron and Eric E. Bowne provide useful syntheses of scholarship relating to precontact and early contact slaveries across the continent. Both provide powerful reminders that Native people engaged in captive taking as well as slavery before the arrival of Europeans and that many became enmeshed in a system of commercial slave trading with Europeans.
Part two makes up the true core of the book. Comprised of six essays that focus primarily on the Southwest and adjacent regions in the nineteenth century, this section includes original and well-researched work on Native slaveries and their intersections with European systems of unfreedom, including African American chattel slavery and Native servitude of various forms in supposedly "free" territories and states. Migration and relocation together make up a unifying theme. Each essay "adds to the map of expanding, intersecting, cross-cultural slave trade networks" and demonstrates the "fearful continental reach of North American slavery" (65). Boyd Cothran and Natale Zappia investigate the expansion of Native slave raiding as a result of European migration into the far west. The introduction of Euro-American trade goods, especially horses and firearms, expanded existing trading networks and produced markets for Native slaves in both the Columbia River and California regions. Cothran investigates the expansion of Klamath trade and slaving, demonstrating that the Klamath transformed an existing tradition of captive taking, which had previously allowed adoption or liberation, into a form of commercial slave trading. The Klamath expanded their slave raiding to acquire captives who were sold to tribes in the Northwest, who in turn relied on captives' labor to produce goods for trade. Zappia demonstrates that the expansion of settlement in California in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century allowed Native groups to raid settlements for both horses and captives, while also providing a market for captives. The work of both scholars overlaps in interesting ways with that of Ned Blackhawk on the Great Basin (Violence over the Land: Indians and Empires in the Early American West [Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2006] ). All three demonstrate the expansion of slave raiding by Native peoples in contact with first the Spanish and later Anglo-Americans in the intermountain and far-west region. Settlement produced both opportunities for raiding and for trading humans as commodities. Native people controlled this trade, not Euro-Americans, and the trade required Native people to expand their areas of domination geographically to supply sources of captives. Paul Conrad follows some of those captives, taken among the Apache in the Southwest (an enslavement ably discussed elsewhere by James Brooks in Captives and Cousins: Slavery, Kinship, and Community in the Southwest Borderlands [Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2002]), all the way to the Caribbean. In Cuba, these captives encountered a spectrum of bondage that ranged from African American chattel slavery to convict labor to a system of conversion and servitude for Native prisoners. Although legal and racial distinctions between groups existed, in practice, those distinctions were not always observed, and petitioners who requested Apache captives often desired them for their labor more than for the stated purpose of helping to Christianize them.
The remaining three essays link African American slavery to the "Indian question." Although colonial historians like Alan Gallay, Christina Snyder, and Brett Rushforth acknowledge the coexistence of African and Native slaveries among EuroAmericans in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, studies of this nature for the nineteenth century are still relatively rare. The reality is that slavery among Native peoples, and various forms of unfreedom for African and Native people among EuroAmerican settler societies out west, coexisted until the 1860s. Further, the presence of Native peoples, and their gradual removal, affected the spread of African American slavery into the trans-Mississippian west. Calvin Schermerhorn demonstrates that the seizure of land from the "five Civilized Tribes," combined with a rise in agricultural prices and liberalized policies toward trade and finance, made land speculation and slave trading in the cotton kingdom possible. Thus, Indian removal made the spread of African American slavery feasible. A similar process also occurred in Texas. First, however, Indian captive taking and trade coexisted with African American slavery. Mark Allan Goldberg argues that at the Torrey Trading House in northern Texas, Comanche trade with Euro-Americans relied on captive taking, which provided labor for the hunting of buffalo and processing of the hides. Comanche raiders also targeted African American slaves, knowing that these captives could be traded for a profit to frontier settlers. Eventually, however, the wealth that the Comanche trade produced for Texas settlers allowed for the expansion of American farming, and with it African American slavery, which ultimately resulted in Comanche confinement to a reservation. Goldberg's work adds an interesting Part three brings the book into the modern era. The three essays here differ substantially from what has gone before and from one another. Ethnomusicologist Enrique R. Lamadrid demonstrates the lingering memories of Native slavery among Native and mestizo populations in the Southwest through an investigation of songs, dances, festivals, and other literary and performative art forms. The last two articles differ significantly from the rest of book, and are largely polemical rather than historical. Both take as their subject the problem of modern human trafficking, emphasizing especially the exploitation of Native women. Sarah Deer argues that sexual subjugation of women of color has long been the product of colonization and that modern trafficking is merely an extension of long-term trends. She links past practices of forced migration, mandatory boarding-school attendance, and urban relocation-and the sexual abuse that attended them-to modern trafficking. Weakened nations were and are unable to protect women and children from abuse, and Native women's continued poverty places them at increased risk for trafficking. Melissa Farley forcefully argues that modern prostitution is itself slavery. The experience of domination and dehumanization and the profound levels of psychological and physical abuse that result from both institutions are largely the same, as is the lack of personal choice, she posits. The points that both scholars raise are important to consider. However, in a volume that gives such careful attention to the varieties of slavery and unfreedom practiced in North America over the centuries, it is disappointing that both essays lose the nuances in favor of the political. For Deer, forced relocation and boarding-school education become forms of trafficking, without distinctions made between the types of unfreedom involved. For Farley, the slavery to which she compares modern prostitution sounds mostly like African American slavery, rather than the Native slaveries of the rest of the volume. She also (deliberately) elides differences between prostitutes themselves, reducing all to victims of trafficking and denying any possibility of choice in the profession of sex workers. Although it is easy to be sympathetic to her larger point, the lack of nuance is disturbing.
This book should be of interest to scholars of slavery and of Native America, especially those interested in the west in the nineteenth century. Individual essays could easily be assigned to undergraduate classrooms, while as a whole the book offers significant food for thought for all scholars of unfree labor systems in North America.
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